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ADDRESS 

Delivered  in  the  Supreme  Court  Room,  State  Capitol 
Building.  Springfield,  Illinois,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
Tenth  Annua!  Reunion  of  Survivors,  73d  Regt.  Ill,  Vol. 
InfL,  Tuesday,  September  29.  1896,  by 

William  R.  Lcwrence,  late  Lieut.,  Co.  C, 

Danville,  111. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen  and  Comrades: 

It  is  fitting  that  this  reunion  should  be  at  the  birth- 
place of  your  regiment.  Here  are  many  mementoes  of  the  past 
to  arouse  and  brighten  the  recollection  of  those  days  when  your 
comrade  drip  began.  In  this  Capitol  building,  is  preserved  the 
record  of  your  career  as  soldiers  of  The  republic,  in  which  is  in- 
scribed the  short  and  simple  annals  of  every  man  who  went 
forth  from  the  state  to  sustain  the  nation  in  its  hour  of  peril. 
In  the  chamber  beneath  you  are  sacredly  garnered  and  preserved 
the  banners  of  mote  than  an  hundred  of  your  sister  regiments, 
and  as  you  look  upon  them,  none  have  a  brighter  halo  of  glory 
than  that  one  which  bears  the  device,  "73d  /Regiment  Illinois" j 
tattered  and  torn  in  its  many  adventures  by  flood  and  field 
faded  and  yellow  with  age;  the  one  you  followed  over  hill  ar 
mountain,  in  gorge  and  valley,  through  summer's  heat  and 
winter's  storm;  that  was  borne  in  your  front  and  guided  your  for- 
lorn charge  in  the  fierce  blast  of  battle  on  the  disastrous  field 
of  Chickamauga,  and  was  brought  out  of  that  valley  and  shadow 
of  death,  from  the  grasp  of  an  exultant  enemy  by  the  courage 
and  coolness  of  the  captain  of  the  color  company  after  every 
bearer  and  guard  had  been  shot  down;  which  was  carried  by  the 
brave  Sergeant  Hasty,  up  the  rugged  steeps  at  Mission  Ridge, 
against  the  sweeping  storm  of  shot  and  shell  coming  from  forts 
and  rifle  pits,  in  front  and.  flank,  and  the  first  to  be  proudly 
held  aloft  on  the  crnst.  floating  in  the  mountain  breeze,  above 
the  smoke  of  battle,  at  the  heels  of  a  flying  foe;  the  o)je  which 
you  carried  through  the  succession  of  battles  and  victories  from 
Chattanooga  to  Atlanta,  driving  and  pushing  by  dint  of  most 
stubborn  and  continuous  fighting  your  reluctant  adversaries 
from  their  very  rooftrees  and  firesides  to  the  heart  of  their  new 
born  confederacy;  and  again  by  counter  march  to  the  familiar 
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fields  of  Tennessee,  in  the  great  race  with  Hood  for  the  prize  of 
Nashville.  With  a  courage  of  which  you  may  well  be  proud, 
and  of  which  to  boast  cannot  be  egotism,  you  kept  it  in  the  air 
unfurled  and  waving,  though  dimly  seen  through  the  red 
sulphurous  smoke  in  the  breach  at  Franklin,  when  bayonet  to 
bayonet,  hand  to  hand  with  the  grand  brigade  of  Opdycke,  you 
repulsed  the  most  bloody  and  desperate  assault  made  by 
veteran  troops  during  the  whole  of  a  war.  memorable  for  the 
valor  displayed  by  the  soldiers  of  both  sides,  and  in  so  doing, 
you  saved  the  army — and  fame  -of  Scbofield;  made  it  possible 
for  Thomas  at  Nashville,  to  give  the  finishing  blow  to  rebellion 
in  the  west,  and  drive  the  broken  and  defeated  ranks  of  the 
gallant  Hood  forever  beyond  the  Tennessee.  Go  look  again 
upon  that  venerated  flag,  its  folds  drooped  find  dusty  and 
motionless:  its  staff  trorn  smooth  by  the  earnest  hands  tlaif  bare 
it,  and  scarred  by  ballets  meant  for  the  ones  who  upheld  it. 

Here,  more  than  a  third  of  a  cent  ury  ago,  more  than  a  genera- 
tion  of  men  gone  by,  in  the  morning  of  youth,  at  the  noon  and 
vigor  of  manhood,  at  the  very  first  call  of  your  country  for 
"thr  hundred  thousand  more"  you  came  in  companies,  in 
squ  ;••.  i    and    as   individual?,    from  the   valley  of  the    Wabash. 

<■.-  b-2     s  of  the  Mississippi;  from  the  region    of   the    historic 

from  the  broad  prairies  of  more  than  twenty  cbmties, 

H'-iht  fields  and  shops  and  offices  and  schools  to  play   the 

of  soldiers,  in  the  grandest  tragedy  of     ar,  on  the  broadest 

age  of  action  the  world  has  ever  seen. 

You  came  as  volunteers,  not  as  conscripts,  i(not  like  slaves 
•purged  to  their  dungeons"  but  in  earnest  to  help  your 
ountry,  at  its  first  cry  for  more  men  to  fill  the  breach.  You 
came  to  it,  as  you  did  at  Franklin.  You  did  not  come  ar- 
moured, equipped  and  disciplined  as  do  come  soldiers  of  fort nu« 
and  experience.  Scarcely  one  had  ever  heard  the  sound  oi 
hostile  shot,  or  seen  anything  of  the  "pomp  and  cireunesfan 
of  glorious  wary  Yet.  within  one  and  a  half  months  from  yofi* 
muster  in,  you  had  met,  engaged  and  were  victorious  over  t'  ■ 
veteran  soldiers  of  Bragg  in  a  most  determined  and  <sn\\-  ■ 
assault,  where,  after  two  hours  of  desperate  fighting  with  surer- «. 
hanging  in  the  uncertain  balance,  you  with  the  brave  troops*  «■' 
McCook  and  Sheridan,  won  the  victory  of  Perryville. 

Upon  the  21st  day  of  August  1862,  you  were  the  first  to 
mustered  under  that  call,  and  yours  the  first  regiment  to  cr  - 
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the  Ohio,  into  the  land  of  Dixie,     it  was  in   this  movement  to 
the  front,  over  a  long  line  of  railroad,  In  open  coal  flats,   that 
you  got  your  first  taste  of  the   hardships   of   a   soldier's   life. 
1       J  Still,  you  will  now  say  it  was  a  mild  beginning  in  comparison 

with  many  other  experiences  during  your  three  years  term  of 
service  as  soldiers.  This  is  not  the  occasion  to  recite  your  his- 
tory, for  that  has  already  been  most  ab^  done  and  set  forth  in 
a  volume  that  will  take  rank  with  the  best  regimental  histories 
of  the  war.  and  which  will  in  the  years  to  come,  increase  in 
value  and  interest  as  illustrating  in  the  most  complete  manner 
the  every  day  minute  life  of  the  common  soldier.  The  com- 
rades, who  by  their  skill,  industry  and  devotion  brought  it  forth, 
and  thereby  have  lastingly  preserved  the  many  facts  and  items 
of  deep  importance  t  >  you  and  your  friends,  and  which  will  be 
much  greater  to  your  posterity,  are  entitled  to  your  warmest 
gratitude,  and  they  will  be  remembered  and  honored  not  less 
for  the  success  of  their  pens  in  peace,  than  of  their  arms  in 
war.  But  there  has  not  been  written  a  more  terse  and  eloquent 
story  of  your  regiment  than  the  one  contained  in  a  letter  of 
Lieut.  Colonel  Davidson,  to  General  Haynie  in  1867,  when  re- 
quested to  furnish  for  publication  in  the  Adjutant  General's  re- 
ports of  Illinois,  a  sketch  of  the  Tod  Illinois.  He  wrote:  '"The 
only  report  I  can  make  General,  is,  that  our  dead  are  found  at 
Perry  ville,  Murfreesboro,  Chickamauga,  Missionary  Ridge, 
away  in  East  Tennessee  and  then  in  the  successive  battles  from 
Chattanooga,  to  the  fall  of  Atlanta.  It  formed  a  part  of 
Opdvckes  Brigade  at  Franklin,  which  saved  the  day,  and  gave 
him  his  star  and  lost  its  last  man  in  killed  in  driving  Hood's 
army  from  Tennessee." 


You  are  here  to  greet  each  other;  and  extend  congratula- 
tions in  your  good  fortune  in  being  permitted  to  live  to  see  the 
great  result  of  your  noble  work  as  soldiers;  to  revive  the 
memories  of  the  incidents  and  scenes  of  those  memorable  and 
impressive  days,  and  strengthen  the  ties  of  friendship,  which 
nothing  makes  so  enduring  as  the  long  and  close  association  in 
the  hazzards  and  hardships  of  war.  It  is  your  privilege  to  re- 
count those  scene-,  and  you  are  licensed  by  every  human  law, 
and  are  expected  to  give  to  them  that  golden  glow  that  comes 
and  is  a  part  of  the  evening  of  life.  You  may  boast  of  your 
work  as  soldiers,  and  not  so  much  because  you  were  the  victors 
over  a  foe  as  brave  and  persistent  as  ever  went   to  battle,  but 


more  than  all,  because  you  conquered  in  a  contest  of  vast 
moment  to  your  whole  country  and  the  came  of  lit  erty  and 
self  government  throughout  the  world.  You  were  engaged  in 
a  conflict,  that  the  conquered  now  concede  its  success  was  as 
valuable  to  them  and  their  posterity  as  to  you  and  yours.  It 
was  a  war,  the  glorious  success  of  which,  was  of  greatest  import 
io  humanity  everywhere,  and  the  oppressed  of  all  lands.  It 
has  brought  the  dawn  of  better  things;  it  has  lighted  the  path 
of  liberty;  it  has  loosened  the  shackles  upon  the  limbs  of  bonds- 
men, and  has  softened  the  rigor  of  tyranical  laws  of  all 
countries. 

The  victor}'  of  your  forefathers  of  the  Revolution  surprised 
the  born  kings  and  potentates  of  other  lands,  and  yet  tli  y  looked 
upon  the  establishment  of  a  republic  upon  this  continent,  out 
of  the  apparently  conflicting  and  diverse  elements  composing 
it,  as  impracticable,  and  of  necessity  of  short  duration.  To 
their  view  the  assertion  "find  all  men  are  created  free  (end 
equal  and  entitled  io  life  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness" 
was  an  idle  theory  —a  "glittering  generality/'  Even  the  op- 
pressed under  other  systems  of  government  who  yearned  and 
hoped  for  the  coming  of  the  bright  day  of  freedom  were  in 
grave  doubt  if  our  experiment  of  self  government  could  per- 
manently endure.  Nearly  an  hundred  years  of  unexampled 
advancement  and  prosperity  came  to  us  a  people,  when  as  pre- 
dicted by  the  political  philosophers  of  Europe,  the  crash  of 
secesion  came,  a  great  upheaval  made  a  gulf  between  two  sec- 
tions of  a  hitherto  prosperous  and  happy  people  and  then  the 
wise  men  of  the  east,  were  ready  to  wipe  the  United  States 
from  the  map  of  the  world. 

Whatever  may  have  been  their  wonder  when  our  worthy 
predecessors  in  infancy  overcame  the  grand  military  power  of 
Great  Britian,  much  greater  must  that  wonder  have  increased, 
when  they  saw  the  descendants  of  the  heroes  of  '7(),  after  four 
years  of  most  fierce  and  bloody  civil  war,  bring  out  of  its  storm 
and  whirl wiud,  the  republic*  not  only  saved,  but  its  constitution 
and  laws  intact  in  every  part;  its  honor  and  credit  as  a  nation 
high  as  the  best,  a  firmer,  freer,  better  nationality,  and  wholly 
cleansed  of  the  foul  stain  of  humau  slavery.  You  now  behold 
every  independent  government  of  the  Western  Hemisphere  a 
republic,  with  unhappy  Cuba  knocking  at  the  door,  and  it  is  to 
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be  hoped,  that  she  also  may  be  admitted  as  a  sister  republic, 
and  may  our  example  and  wishes  if  nothing  stronger,  hasten 
the  day. 

s 

!  France  moves  grandly  on  as  a  republic   in  the  march   of 

nations.  Switzerland  is  secure  as  the  ancient  seat  of  freedom. 
Great  Britain  is  in  form  a  monarchy  but  in  fact  a  republic;  and 
even  the  autocratic  ruler  of  JRussia  wields  a  milder  scepter. 
Kings  sit  upon  their  thrones,  shorn  of  their  former  power,  and 
their  subjects  dare  look  up  and  breath  the  free  air  of  heaven. 

It  is  a  proud  distinction  to  have  been  a  soldier  of  the 
Revolution.  After  more  than  a  century's  quiet  slumber,  among 
the  musty  documents  of  the  general  government  and  original 
states,  in  almost  forgotten  nooks  and  crannies,  .the  great,  great 
grand  children  of  those  old  heroes,  are  ransacking  for  some 
evidence  to  prove  their  right  to  be  enrolled  as  ''sons  and 
daughters  of  the  Revolution". 

To  be  able  to  find  that  some  remote  ancestor,  however,  far' 
down  in  the  line  of  enlisted   men,   even   though  it   may   have 

(been  in  "Ihe  three  months  service"  was  listed  as  a  soldier  of 
that  war,  is  deemed  to  add  luster  to  the  family  escutcheon, 
however,  aristocratic  and  distinguished  it  may  have  become. 
To  be  able  to  have  their  names  appear  in  the  Illustrious  roll  of 
"sons  or  daughters  of  the  Revolution"  is  an  honor  to  be  envied. 
When  another  century  shall  have  rolled  around,  and  your 
descendents  shall  in  like  manner,  organize  the  sons  and 
daughters,  War  of  the  Rebellion,  they  will  not  be  put  to  the 
difficult  or  fruitless  search  for  your  names,  rank  and  service  in 
out  of  the  way  places,  nor  of  those  of  your  comrades  dead. 
They  can  be  as  easily  found  then  as  today,  in  this  building, 
under  this  magnificent  dome,  and  as  well  at  the  Nation's 
Capital,  accurately  and  plainly  recorded.  Even  more  fortunate 
in  this  respect,  are  their  fellow  soldiers,  who  did  not  return  to 
be  mustered  out.  but  gave  up  their  young  lives  on  the  battle 
fields,  in  hospitals  and  in  prisons  of  the  land,  in  which  they 
fought.     Their    country    with  a   gratitude  unexampled,   and   a 

!  tender  respect  that  ever  must  be  praised,  have  gathered  their 
bodies  from  the  obscure  and  shallow  sepulchres  on  the  fields 
where  they  fell,  from  the  hospital  and  prison  grounds  where 
they  died  of  disease  or  starvation,  and  in  the  soil  of  the  van- 
quished,  on  sightly  spots  adorned  and  beautified  by   the1   art 
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and  skill  of  the  landscape  gardener,  beneath  solemn  pines  and 
stately  cedars  their  graves  o£  la-ting  rest  have  been  made, 
giving  to  each,  an  enduring  tablet  of  whitest  marble  inscribed 
with  name,  rank  and  command. 

Not  only  this,  but  many  of  the  battle  grounds  have  been 
converted  into  beautiful  and  extensive  parks,  dotted  with  im- 
posing monuments,  covered  with  soldier's  names  deeply  en- 
graven, preserving  while  stone  shall  last,  the  story  of  their 
gallant  struggles  and  glorious  death.  These  mementoes  of 
affection  and  respect,  made  as  enduring  as  human  skill  can 
devise,  are  placed  in  the  country  of  the  conquered,  not  alone  to 
honor  the  memory  of  our  fallen  brave,  who  perished  in  the 
effort  to  enforce  the  laws  of  their  country,  but-  in  addition 
thereto  to  remain  as  an  everlasting  reminder  to  the  generations 
of  Americans  to  come,  that  the  way  of  him  who  takes  up  arms 
to  oppose  the  laws  of  the  land  shall  be  disastrous,  and  lead  to 
dishonor,  while  the  way  of  him  who  battles  to  sustain  them, 
shall  be  lustrous  and  lead  to  glory,  'the  fame  of  the  soldiers  of 
the  Union  is  secure.  Their  sacrifices  have  been,  and  more  fully 
in  the  future  will  be  appreciated  and  recompensed  by  their 
country.  No  people  so  advanced  and  elevated  as  ours  will  ever 
forget  the  services  of  its  citizens  who  have  preserved  them 
from  peril  of  battle  and  carried  them  safely  out  of  the  storm 
of  war. 

Your  duty  as  soldiers  long  ago,  was  well  and  faithfully 
performed,  and  your  duty  as  citizens  has  been  performed  in  a 
manner  not  less  earnest  and  steadfast.  It  is  an  axiom  that  a 
good  soldier  makes  a  g  >od  citizen  for  the  elements  of  character 
necessary  to  the  one,  must  alike  exist  in  the  other.  It  is  to  be 
wished  that  your  lives  in  the  path  of  peace  may  lead  down  a 
long  and  gentle  slope — that  the  way  shall  be  smooth  and  dis- 
tant to  the  final  muster  out.  It  is  as  needless  to  remind  the 
Survivors  of  tne  73d  Regiment  of  what  is  to  be  expected  of 
them  as  citizens,  as  it  was  to  remind  them  of  their  duty  in  the 
field  as  soldiers.  Every  man  of  you  understands  that  duty. 
You  understand  that  under  any  and  all  circumstances,  tlie  constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  your  country  are  to  be  sacredly  preserved  and 
effectively  enforced;  that  your  country's  honor  and  honesty 
must  and  shall  be  upheld  at  home  and  abroad,  that  America 
shall  stan  i  in  the  front  rank  of  nations  for  integrity  and  dig- 
nity of  character:  her  obligations  shall  be  like  her  flag,  which 
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unsullied  floats  proudly   at  the  pinnacle  of  the   main   mast   of 

the  ship  of  state;  that  the  rights,  property  and  interests  of  her 
people  here  and  everywhere  under  the  blue  sky  of  heaven  shall 
be  fostered  and  protected.  It  is  made  impressive  by  these 
annual  reunions  that  we  are  growing  old,  and  we  are  forcibly 

(brought  to  realize  that  we  have  made  a  long  march,  and  have 
left  a  wide  stretch  between  us  and  the  days  when  we  tramped, 
trampel  under  the  sunlight,  and  in  the  moonlight,  and  in  the 
darkness  of  the  night,  over  the  hills  and  along  the  rivers,  and 
weary  and  worn  under  the  silent  stars  of  the  night,  watched  on 
the  lonely  picket  posts,  in  the  memorable  campaigns  through 
Kentucky,  T-mnes^ee  and  Georgia.  The  youngest  drummer 
boy  of  that  rebellion  carries  upon  his  brow  the  frost  of  ap- 
proaching years;  he  has  already  passed  the  meridian  of  life,  and 
is  descen  ling  toward  its  sunset.  The  man  who  was  then  in  the 
maturity  of  manhood,  has  reached  a  staGre  where  the  shadows 
are  long  and  the  mellow  haze  of  the  evening  approaches;  and* 
the  oldest — how  few — are  in  the  golden  gloaming  that  har- 
bingers the  silence  and  darkness  of  the  night, 

We  are  bringing  up  the  rear  of  that  vast  army  that  has  ad- 
vanced and  crossed  the  river,  and  is  now  at  rest,  bivouacking  in 
that  silent  camp  that  has  not  outposts  or  picket  line,  or  smol- 
dering fagot;  where  no  tramp  of  sentinel  is  heard;  beyond 
which  there  is  no  day  of  weary  marching;  no  night  of  sleepless 
watching,  nor  sounds  of  thundering  guns,  whistling  shot,  or 
shout  of  battle.  "They  sleep  the  sleep  that  knows  no  waking." 
With  them  is  their  commander  in  chief,  the  immortal  Lincoln 

Sand  there  are  gathered  the  great  soldiers  Grant  and  Sherman, 
and  Sheridan  and  Thomas,  and  Logan  and  Mead,  and 
Porter  and  Farragui:  and  hosts  of  other  gallant  leaders, 
noble  companions  of  the  dead.  And  when  the  last  weary 
foot  of  this  rear  guard,  shall  have  crossed  over,  and  passed 
into  the  lines  that  separate  life  and  that  noiseless  bivouac, 
where  all  shall  lie  undisturbed  until  the  morn  when  the 
great  trump  of  the  archangel  shall  sound  the  last  reveille 
over  the  land  and  over  the  sea,  and  which  shall  awake  the 
sleepers  to  that  final  and  grand  review  before  one  whose  eye 
sees  every  equipment  and  overlooks  no  neglect;  may  you 
then,  and  all  your  departed  comrades  pass  that  inspection  with- 
out a  blemish  to  be  found  upon  your  armor,  and  receive  the 
praise;  "well  done  good  and  faithful  servant." 
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THE  REGIMENTAL  HISTORY 

Mentioned  herein  on  page  three  contains  682  pages,  printed  on 
super  calendared  paper,  substantial!}7  bound  in  cloth,  v  iili  gilt 
lettering  on  front  and  back. 

Embellished  with  Portraits  and  Illustrations.  The  ac- 
count of  Chick  among  a,  as  told  by  Dana's  cipher  despatches; 
the  story  of  CoL.  Jaquess'  trip  to  Richmond  and  return,  in 
July,  1864;  his  interview  with  Jefferson  Davis;  a  full  state- 
ment of  the  performances  of  Opdycke's  Bb.-.ade  at  the  San- 
guinary  buttle  of  Franklin,  and  a  chapter  of  varied  and 
interesting  personal  experiences  are  embraced  in  the  volume 
which  should  have  a  place  in  every  collection  of  War  Litera- 
For  sale  by, 

W.  II.  NEWLIN, 

Historian,  73d  Illinois. 

Springfield,  111. 


Also, 

By  arrangement,  we  olfer  for  sale,  a  fine  portrait  of 
Doctor  Benjamin  F.  Stephenson,  Founder  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic. 

Size  24x30.  Printed  on  good  paper.  Price  S3.  Portrait 
and  History  above,  furnished  on  receipt  of  $5.  This  portrait 
is  the  one  approved  by  the  family  of  Doctor  Stephenson  as 
being  a  faithful  likeness  of  him.  It  has  the  commendation  of 
prominent  Soldiers  and  Members  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic.  It  should  have  a  conspicuous  place  in  every  Post 
Hall. 

Address, 

W.  H.  NEWLIN, 

Springfield.  III. 
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Cherished  Memories;   Illinois    Leadership, 

IN  WAR  AND  PEACE. 


Grand  Army  Flail  Sept.  30th,  1902, 


■ 

TALKS  ON  OBSERVANCE  OF  MEMORIAL  DAY, 

At  Hay  School,   Springfield,  Illinois, 

May  2qih,  iqo2. 
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"General    and    Minor    Engagements  ot  the 
73d   Regt,  Illinois  Volunteers. 


f  General  Engagements. ,  C^iO^^c^^ 


L7!^:* 


Chaplin  Hills,  Ky.  . .  ..  . ',;.., Oct.  8,  1862 

Slant's  Riverj  Tenn Dec.  31,  1862 

Stone's  River,  Tenn Jan.  1,  1863_. 

Eagleville  Franklin  Scout ' March  4-  II.  1863 

Fairfield June  27.  1863 

Estill  Springs ...... July  2.  1863 

Bridgeport.  Ala1.  ._.  .  . V ../.....  .July  29.  1863 

Chickamauga,  Ga '. Sept.  2G,  1863 

Missionary  Bulge,  Tenn . .  .  . .Nov.  25;  }<(^ 

Daudridge,  Tenn Jan.  17,  1864 

Rocky  Faced  Ridge,  Ga May  12,  I86l 

Iiesaca,'G3i . '...'. ...~. .  . . . . Mayl-l  1&64 

A dairsville,  Ga k. .  .May  17,  1861 

Nt  w  Hope  Church,  Ga. . . . ; 1  .May  28.  1864 

Pirie  Mountain,  Ga June  14,  1>64 

Lost  Mountain,  Ga.  . . .June  1.7.  1864 

Re  ncsaw  Mountam,  Ga .June  27,  1864 

Marietta,  Ga.. July  4.  1864 

■Peacli  Tri  t   Creek.  Ga '.  .  .  July  20.  1864 

Atlanta.    Ga Aug.    1-25,    1864 

Jonesboro,  Ga Sept,  1,  1864 

Loveiov  's  station.  Ga Sept.  2.  1864 

Columbia.   Tenn Nov.   24,   1864 

Spring  Hill,  Tenn. '  .Nov.  29,   1864 

FranMiiu  Tenn Nov.  30,   1864 

Nash  ville,  Tenn Dec.  15-16,  1864 

Pulaski.  Tenn Dec.  24.  1864 


